The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary

Appendix One: The Anthems

Part J: Antiphons

Antiphons
An Antiphon is a plainsong setting of sacred words before and after a Psalm or Canticle in order to emphasize its significance.  It may also stand alone in order to emphasize the significance of a specific action which takes place as the Antiphon is sung.  Certain processional anthems and certain hymns in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary are also called Antiphons.

An Antiphon, in the first sense above, is similar to a refrain, except that it is sung only at the beginning and the end of a Psalm or Canticle, and not between verses.  If an Antiphon is similar to a refrain, it follows that an Antiphon itself cannot have a refrain.  Certain anthems sometimes known as Antiphons have been omitted from this list if they have refrains (these will be listed as Miscellaneous Anthems) or if they are designed to be recited responsively between the Officiant and the Congregation (these will be listed as Versicles and Responses).

Most of the Antiphons in this list come from one or more books of the Daily Offices, usually from the Roman Communion.  Because there is no single uniform book of Daily Offices that these anthems are based on, I have not followed the practice of comparing anthem use in this book to anthem use in selected standard books, as I did with the anthems of the Eucharist.
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