The Anglican Gradual and Sacramentary
Appendix One: The Anthems

Part H: Communions

Communion
The communion anthem originated in the fourth century after the legalization of Christianity and the construction of church buildings, and was sung by the choir with psalm verses as the faithful made their way to the altar for communion.  Like the introit, the gradual, and the offertory, it originated as a whole psalm with a refrain after every two or three verses.  All we have left now is the refrain.  As with the offertory, OZ, GT, and MM contain reconstructed psalm verses, but this book does not attempt to revive the use of the psalm verses because of the variety of other music available.

The tables in this appendix compare the usage in this book to AM (Anglican Missal), GR (Graduale Romanum), which represent pre-Vatican II usage, with occasional notes under GR comparing usage in OZ (Ordo Cantus Missæ) and GT (Graduale Triplex), if the comparison yielded significant information; to MM (Traditional Anthems of the Eucharist by Mason Martens), which is an adaptation of OZ for use with Services for Trial Use; and to MR (Missale Romanum cum Lectionibus), representing post-Vatican II usage.
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