The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary

Appendix One: The Anthems

Part G: Offertories

Offertories
The offertory is said or sung during the preparation of the altar and the presentation of the gifts.  It was originally a processional anthem with additional psalm verses.  These verses fell into disuse during the Middle Ages when the laity were no longer actively involved in preparing the altar and offering the gifts.  Happily, the people's part in the offering of the gifts has been restored in many places, but no attempt has been made in this book to revive the psalm verses because of the wide variety of other music available.

The Prayer Book indicates that the celebrant may begin the celebration of the Eucharist with certain specified offertory sentences.  Prior to the 1979 Prayer Book, this served as the justification for the use of the offertory antiphon: it was the offertory sentence.  In this book, the offertory antiphon is assumed under the second rubric, which specifies that "a hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung."  Present‑day Roman Catholic use permits the use of a sung offertory, but does not assign proper offertories. For this reason, the table of comparisons given in this appendix compares offertory usage only to sources which correspond to pre-Vatican II usage:  AM (Anglican Missal), GR (Graduale Romanum), and MM (Traditional Anthems of the Eucharist by Mason Martens). (In some cases additional information is provided under GR with comparisons to OZ (Ordo Cantus Missæ) and GT (Graduale Triplex) if the comparison produced significant information.
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