The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary

Appendix One: The Anthems

Part F: Sequences, Office Hymns, and Proper Hymns

Sequences and Other Hymns
The Sequence is a form of Latin liturgical poetry sung before the Gospel on major feast days.  It originated in the monasteries, and was designed as a rhyme to help the singers remember the notes of the jubilus, the melismatic conclusion of the Alleluia.  There was no printed music, and it was discovered that by breaking the melody into syllables and setting it to verse, the choir could sustain it more easily.  The name means Athat which follows@ (qui sequitur).   Notker Balbulus, a monk of St. Gall Abbey, Switzerland (d. 912), is credited with inventing the Sequence, but Jungmann (The Mass of the Roman Rite: its Origins and Development) rejects this theory.  In any case, no Sequence attributed to Notker has survived into current use.

In most Medieval missals there were Sequences for every Sunday and holy day of the year except during Pre‑Lent and Lent.  Manuscripts have been found with at least portions of 895 identifiable Sequences, and it is believed that there were more.  Julian=s article ASequences@ (Dictionary of Hymology) lists many of them.

While popular in Northern Europe, the Sequence was regarded as secular in Italy.  Of course, many of them were of inferior quality.  In 1570, under the Council of Trent, all but four of the Sequences were abolished.  A fifth, Stabat Mater, was added in 1727.

All five of the Sequences appointed in this book appeared in the Hymnal 1940, but one, Dies iræ, has been omitted from Hymnal 1982.   The word Sequence can apply to any hymn before the Gospel, but in this book the more restricted sense has been used.

Other hymns.  For the purpose of this appendix, a hymn is a liturgical poem, other than a Sequence, which forms a traditional and integral part of the proper with which it is associated, such as an Office Hymn.  Hymns used in this book for processions, for example, are not included in this appendix, because they are regarded as Aincidental@ rather than Aproper@.

There are no tables of comparison for hymns.
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