The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary

Appendix One: The Anthems

Part E: Tracts

Tracts
The Tract is sung or read before the Gospel during Lent and at Requiem Masses.  In current use it takes the place of the Alleluia at those times.  The Tract was once used throughout the year, and only later was replaced by the Alleluia during the times indicated.

In pre‑Vatican II Roman Catholic use, the Tract was also used in the pre‑Lenten season (from Septuagesima), but this season has been dropped from the present calendar.

In post‑Vatican II use, the Roman Church no longer uses the Tract at all, but continues the same form of Gospel Acclamation during Lent, replacing only the word AAlleluia@ with an appropriate phrase, such as APraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.@
The table of comparisons in this appendix treats Rite I and Rite II as separate uses. If a Tract Rite I, this use is compared to three sources which correspond to Rite I: AM (Anglican Missal), GR (Graduale Romanum), and MM (Traditional Anthems of the Eucharist by Mason Martens). If a Tract is used in Rite II, it is compared to only one source which corresponds to Rite II, GP (Gradual Psalms and Alleluia Verses for the Church Year). Post-Vatican II Roman use does not include the tract.
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