The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary
Appendix One: The Anthems

Part C: Graduals (Rite II), Processional Psalms, Responsorial Psalms

Graduals (Rite II), Processional Psalms, And Responsorial Psalms
The psalm between the first and second lessons at the Eucharist is called the gradual, because it was led by the deacon from the gradus, one of the steps leading to the altar.  It is the oldest chant in the Eucharist, and the book containing the variable chants was originally called a Gradual because this anthem was the first one in it.

The earliest congregations had no books, and for this reason the gradual developed as a refrain which was sung by the deacon and repeated by the congregation.  After every two or three verses by the deacon, the same refrain was repeated by the congregation.  During the Middle Ages, when Alow mass@ became the norm, and the Eucharist was stripped to its bare essentials, the gradual was reduced to a refrain and a single verse.  In a sung mass, the refrain might have been repeated after the verse, but in said masses this was not customary.

In this book, Rite II forms contain the earliest form of the gradual restored for modern use.  In the pages that follow, each of the Rite II graduals used in this book is identified and its usage compared to two other standard books which also use this form of gradual. These sources are identified as GP (Gradual Psalms and Alleluia Verses), a collection designed specifically for use with the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, and MR (Missale Romanum cum Lectionibus), a four-volume work published by Vatican Press. It is an unofficial composite of both the post-Vatican II Roman Sacramentary with the Lectionary, which makes it the only single source for both in the post-Vatican II liturgy. The comparison refers only to the response, not to the selection of verses (though that selection is usually based on GP.

In addition to its use as a gradual, that is as a responsorial psalm between lessons of the Eucharist, the psalms shown here may also be used in other ways.  When that is the case, they are so identified.
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