The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary

Appendix One: The Anthems

Part B: Graduals (Rite I)

Graduals (Rite I)
The psalm between the first and second lessons at the Eucharist is called the gradual, because it was led by the deacon from the gradus, one of the steps leading to the altar.  It is the oldest chant in the Eucharist, and the book containing the variable chants was originally called a Gradual because this anthem was the first one in it.

The earliest congregations had no books, and for this reason the gradual developed as a refrain which was sung by the deacon and repeated by the congregation.  After every two or three verses by the deacon, the same refrain was repeated by the congregation.  During the Middle Ages, when Alow mass@ became the norm, and the Eucharist was stripped to its bare essentials, the gradual was reduced to a refrain and a single verse.  In a sung mass, the refrain might have been repeated after the verse, but in said masses this was not customary.

In this book, Rite I uses the medieval form of the gradual because a conscious effort was made to follow the pattern of the Anglican Missal.  In the pages that follow, each of the Rite I graduals used in this book is identified and its usage compared to three other standard books which also use this form of gradual. This book uses a number of sources for Rite I graduals, but three have been designated as standard sources.  One of them, designated AM, is the Anglican Missal, which this book is designed to update. Another, designated GR, is the Graduale Romanum, a pre-Vatican II collection from which most of the Latin texts were taken. In some cases, additional information is given under GR comparing two other sources: OZ (Ordo Cantus Missæ) and GT (Graduale Triplex). These are two sources which developed out of Vatican II, and in some sense provided a transition between pre- and post-Vatican II usage. I have included comparisons from OZ and GT where I considered them significant, but have omitted them when they provided no useful information. The source identified as MM is the most immediate predecessor to this book. It represents an outline called Traditional Anthems of the Eucharist, by Mason Martens. In this document, Martens adapted Ordo Cantus Missæ to Services for Trial Use, and thereby made these anthems accessible to Anglicans. There are no sources which correspond to the post-Vatican II liturgy, because after Vatican II the Gradual was restored to its original form, and is given in this book as Gradual (Rite II).
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