The Anglican Gradual And Sacramentary
Book Four: The Common of Saints
Preface to the Common of Saints
The Prayer Book provides fourteen propers (collects, Psalms, and lessons) for unspecified saints' days, which may be used at the discretion of the priest and community, subject to the directions on page 18 of the Prayer Book. They are divided as follows: 3 for martyrs, 2 for missionaries, 2 for pastors, 2 for theologians and teachers, 2 for monastics, and 3 for other saints. There are, however, far more than 14 sets of available anthems for use with saints' days, and rather than allow them to be lost, the editor has further divided them into smaller groups, as follows:

Propers for use in Lent and Eastertide have been separated from propers for use in other seasons. Within the seasonal divisions, some of them have been further subdivided according to categories given in pre‑Vatican II liturgical sources. Some of these categories include bishops, confessors, virgins, doctors, abbots, abbesses. Some additional post‑Vatican II categories were added, such as missionaries, founders of churches, and those who worked with the underprivileged. Lutheran sources also add categories for renewers of the Church, renewers of society, and artists and scientists.

It should be pointed out to modern readers that the word virgin is a technical term for a woman who voluntarily renounced the traditional role of marriage and family in order to devote her life to Christ in a special way. This was very often lived out in a religious community, but not always. The word has nothing to say about the presence or absence of specific sexual experience.

Martyr comes from the Greek word for witness. Martyrs are those men and women who witnessed to Jesus Christ at the cost of their own lives. The term originated in the first three centuries when the Church was under persecution and those Christians who, because of religious conviction, refused to participate in the rites acknowledging the supposed divinity of the Emperor, and were therefore put to death for treason. Their relics were the first to be venerated, and after Christianity was legalized, churches were erected in their honor.

By extension, the term has come to be applied to anyone who suffered death rather than swerve from following the Christian faith as he or she understood it, and this definition therefore extends to our own day. Dr. Martin Luther King, Janani Luwum, and Jonathan Myrick Daniels are among the examples of modern martyrs. There is an underlying assumption in the definition of martyrdom that martyrs met their deaths at the hand of others, who intentionally inflicted death upon them because of their refusal to renounce their Christian faith. This would rule out Constance and her Companions, Sisters of the Community of St. Mary, the so‑called Martyrs of Memphis, who perished in an epidemic of yellow fever rather that abandon their call to nurse those suffering from the disease. Though they did die rather than abandon their Christian witness, their deaths were not intentionally inflicted, and these holy women would fall into the category of confessors rather than martyrs.

On the other hand, it is also not to be assumed that any Christian killed intentionally is necessarily a martyr. Punishment for the refusal to abandon the Christian faith may or may not be a motive for murder. A twentieth‑century martyr in the Roman calendar, Maria Goretti, is an example of such a doubtful situation.

The following propers are offered for use by any priest who wishes to commemorate as a martyr any individual who is not otherwise provided for in our calendar.
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Common of Martyrs
	
	Outside of Lent and Eastertide
	Lent
	Eastertide

	Common of a Martyr I
	3011

A Bishop
	3041

A Man
	3071

Two or more Martyrs

	
	3012

A Bishop
	3042

A Man
	3072

Two or more Martyrs

	
	3013

A Virgin
	3043

A Woman
	3073

Two or more Martyrs

	
	3014

A Virgin
	
	

	Common of a Martyr II
	3021

A Man
	3051

Two or more Martyrs


	3081

A Bishop

	
	3022

A Man
	
	3082

A Virgin

	
	
	3052

Two or more Martyrs
	

	
	3023

A Woman
	
	

	Common of a Martyr III
	3031

Two or more Martyrs
	3061

A Bishop
	3091

A Man

	
	3032

Two or more Martyrs
	3062

A Bishop
	3092

A Woman

	
	3033

Two or more Martyrs
	3063

A Virgin
	

	
	
	3064

A Virgin
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