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	The Blessing of Animals is traditionally associated with the feast days of Antony of Egypt and Francis of Assisi, especially by Christians of Hispanic and Italian descent. It is suggested that a space outside the church be set aside for the animals, so that, after the celebration of the Eucharist, the congregation may go in procession to the place appointed for the blessing. If weather does not permit outdoor activities on the traditional days, the Blessing of Animals may take place at any convenient time.

	Additional prayers at the Blessing of Animals were adapted by the Right Reverend Geralyn Wolf, Bishop of Rhode Island, while she was Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, Louisville, Ky., from the Roman Rite, and from a prayer of Albert Schweitzer. This proper is offered in thanksgiving for Leo Magnificat, Cathedral Cat of Christ Church Cathedral.


	Part 1. English Rite I


	Introit
	Justus ut palma
	Psalm 92:11,12/1

	The righteous shall flourish like a palm‑tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar in Lebanon, such as are planted in the house of the Lord. Psalm. It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy Name, O Most Highest. Gloria Patri.

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Confessoris non Pontificis II


	Gloria in excelsis is omitted


	Collect
	
	

	O God, who by thy Holy Spirit didst enable thy servant Antony to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil: Give us grace, with pure hearts and minds, to follow thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


	Epistle
1 Peter 5:6‑10


	Gradual
	Domine præveniste
	Psalm 21:3/4

	O Lord, thou shalt meet him with the blessings of goodness, and shalt set a crown of pure gold upon his head. Verse. He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Abbatum


	Alleluia
	Justus ut palma
	Psalm 92:1

	Alleluia, alleluia. Verse. The righteous shall flourish like a palm‑tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar in Lebanon. Alleluia.

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Abbatum


	The Holy Gospel
Mark 10:17‑21

	The Nicene Creed is omitted


	Collect after the Prayers of the People

	O God, redeemer and governor of mankind: We beseech thee to grant that thy Church may continually be enlarged by the gathering of new children to thee, and perfected by the increasing devotion of those who have been regenerated; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	Prayers for every occasion (1974), no. 1308 (Gelasian Sacramentary)


	Offertory
	Desiderium animæ
	Psalm 21:2,3

	Thou hast given him his hearts desire, O Lord, and hast not denied him the request of his lips; thou shalt set a crown of pure gold upon his head.

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Abbatum


	Secret
	
	

	May thy holy abbot Antony pray for us, O Lord, that the offerings laid on this altar may avail for our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	The Catholic missal (1935), Mass no. 22, Of an Abbot (also used for St. Anthony), slightly altered


	Preface of a Saint (2)


	Communion
	Si vis perfectus
	Matthew 19:21

	If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and come and follow me, saith the Lord.

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Sancti Antonii, Abbatis


	Postcommunion Collect
	
	

	May this Sacrament which we have taken, and the prayers of blessed Antony the abbot protect us, O Lord, that we may follow his example, and receive the help of his intercession; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	The Catholic missal (1935), Mass no. 22, Of an Abbot (also used for St. Anthony), slightly altered


	At the Blessing of Animals

	If the Blessing of Animals is to follow, after the Postcommunion Collect, the Celebrant removes the chasuble and puts on the cope. A procession is formed, and when all is prepared, the Deacon [Celebrant] begins the procession as follows

	Let us go forth in peace.

In the Name of Christ. Amen.

	Processional Hymn
	All things bright and beautiful
	Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818‑1895

	Refrain. All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,

all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.
	
	

	1. Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,

he made their glowing colours, he made their tiny wings.

Refrain.
	
	

	2. The purple‑headed mountain, the river running by,

the sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky.

Refrain.
	
	

	3. The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,

the ripe fruits in the garden, he made them every one.

Refrain.
	
	

	4. He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell

how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well.

Refrain.
	
	

	Royal Oak, melody from The Dancing Master, 1686; adapted by Martin Fallas Shaw, 1875‑1958; The hymnal 1982 (1985)
	
	

	When the procession reaches the place where the animals are kept, the Priest may address the people concerning the purpose and meaning of blessing of pets and other domestic animals, and of the Christians responsibility to love and care for animals as a gift of God. The Priest may then bless the animals, using holy water and incense, if desired, with these or similar words
	
	

	Blessing
	
	

	May these animals receive thy blessing, O Lord, and may it preserve their bodies and save them from hardship, by the intercession of Saint Antony; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	The silver cradle (1955)
	
	

	Or the following
	
	

	Blessing
	
	

	O Lord God, who hast made all living things and art even more wonderful than the things which thou hast made: We thank thee for giving us our pets to be our friends, who give us so much joy in life. Bless all pets, and grant that they may give us joy, and remind us of thy power. Grant that as our pets trust us to take care of them, so may we trust thee to care for us, and that in caring for them, we may share in thy love for all thy creatures; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	Prayers for all occasions (1964), For Animals
	
	

	If circumstances permit, the Priest may bless each animal individually, as follows
	
	

	Blessing
	
	

	May this cat, Leo, receive thy blessing, O Lord, and may it preserve his body and save him from all hardship, by the intercession of Saint Antony; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	The silver cradle (1955)
	
	

	The Priest may add the following prayer
	
	

	Hear our humble prayer, O God, for our friends, the animals, especially for animals who are suffering, for animals that are over‑worked, under‑fed, and cruelly treated; for all wistful creatures in captivity that beat their wings against bars; for any that are hunted or lost or deserted or frightened or hungry; for all that must be put to death. We entreat for them all your mercy and pity, and for those who deal with them we ask a heart of compassion and gentle hands and kindly words. Make us ourselves to be true friends to animals and so share the blessings of the Merciful. Amen.
	
	

	Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965)
	
	

	The Priest concludes the Blessing of Animals as follows
	
	

	Versicle and Response
	Quemadmodum multiplicasti
	Psalm 36:7,6

	How excellent is thy mercy, O God!

Thou, O Lord, shalt save both man and beast.
	
	

	Selected by editor
	
	

	Concluding Prayer
	
	

	
	Let us pray.
	

	O God, who hast made all the earth and every creature that dwelleth therein: Help us, we pray, to treat with compassion the living creatures entrusted to our care, that they may not suffer from our neglect, nor become the victims of cruelty. Bless all who serve in their behalf, and help us to find in caring for them a deeper understanding of thy love for all creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	Prayers for all occasions (1964), For Animals
	
	

	Blessing & Dismissal
	
	


	Part 2. English Rite II


	Introit
	Justus ut palma
	Psalm 92:11,12/1

	The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon, planted in the house of the Lord. Psalm. It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High. Gloria Patri.
	
	

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Confessoris non Pontificis II
	
	


	Gloria in excelsis is omitted


	Collect
	
	

	O God, by your Holy Spirit you enabled your servant Antony to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil: Give us grace, with pure hearts and minds, to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
	
	


	Epistle
1 Peter 5:6‑10


	Odd years
	
	
	Even years
	
	

	Gradual
	Angelis ... tuis
	Psalm 91:11, with verses 9,10/12,13/14,16
	Gradual
	Beati qui in lege
	Cf. Psalm 1:1,2, with verses 1,2/3,4/5,6

	The refrain is recited first by a leader or cantor and then repeated by the congregation. It is repeated again by all where indicated in the text.
	
	
	The refrain is recited first by a leader or cantor and then repeated by the congregation. It is repeated again by all where indicated in the text.
	
	

	Refrain. God shall give the angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.
	
	
	Refrain. Happy are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord.
	
	

	V. Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * and the Most High your habitation,
	
	
	V. Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
	
	

	V. There shall no evil happen to you, * neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.
	
	
	V. Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * and they meditate on his law day and night.
	
	

	Refrain.
	
	
	Refrain.
	
	

	V. They shall bear you in their hands, * lest you dash your foot against a stone.
	
	
	V. They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * everything they do shall prosper.
	
	

	V. You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet.
	
	
	V. It is not so with the wicked; * they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
	
	

	Refrain.
	
	
	Refrain.
	
	

	V. Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; * I will protect him, because he knows my Name.
	
	
	V. Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
	
	

	V. With long life will I satisfy him, * and show him my salvation.
	
	
	V. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * but the way of the wicked is doomed.
	
	

	Refrain.
	
	
	Refrain.
	
	

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Missa Votiva de Sanctis Angelis
	
	
	Gradual psalms, alleluia verses, and tracts for ... (1980-1990), 6 Epiphany
	
	


	Alleluia
	Si manseritis
	John 8:31,32

	Alleluia, alleluia. Verse. If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, says the Lord. Alleluia.
	
	

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Sancti Antonii, Abbatis
	
	


	The Holy Gospel
Mark 10:17‑21

	The Nicene Creed is omitted


	Collect after the Prayers of the People

	O God, redeemer and governor of humankind: Grant that your Church may continually be enlarged by the gathering of new children to you, and perfected by the increasing devotion of those who have been regenerated; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	Prayers for every occasion (1974), no. 1308 (Gelasian Sacramentary); altered in Rite II


	Offertory
	Desiderium animæ
	Psalm 21:2,3

	You have given him his hearts desire, O Lord; you have not denied him the request of his lips; you set a crown of fine gold upon his head.
	
	

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Abbatum
	
	


	Secret
	
	

	Lord, accept the sacrifice we offer at your altar in commemoration of Saint Antony. May no earthly attractions keep us from loving you. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	The Roman missal. The sacramentary (1974), St. Anthony, Abbot
	
	


	Preface of a Saint (2)


	Communion
	Si vis perfectus
	Matthew 19:21

	If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and come, follow me, says the Lord.
	
	

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Sancti Antonii, Abbatis
	
	


	Postcommunion Collect
	
	

	Lord, you helped Saint Antony conquer the powers of darkness. May your Sacrament strengthen us in our struggle with evil. We ask this in the Name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.
	
	

	The Roman missal. The sacramentary (1974), St. Anthony, Abbot
	
	


	At the Blessing of Animals
	
	

	If the Blessing of Animals is to follow, after the Postcommunion Collect, the Celebrant removes the chasuble and puts on the cope. A procession is formed, and when all is prepared, the Deacon [Celebrant] begins the procession as follows
	
	

	Let us go forth in peace.

In the Name of Christ. Amen.
	
	

	Processional Hymn
	All things bright and beautiful
	Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818‑1895

	Refrain. All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,

all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.
	
	

	1. Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,

he made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings.

Refrain.
	
	

	2. The purple‑headed mountain, the river running by,

the sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky.

Refrain.
	
	

	3. The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,

the ripe fruits in the garden, he made them every one.

Refrain.
	
	

	4. He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell

how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well.

Refrain.
	
	

	Royal Oak, melody from The Dancing Master, 1686; adapted by Martin Fallas Shaw, 1875‑1958; The hymnal 1982 (1985)
	
	

	When the procession reaches the place where the animals are kept, the Priest may address the people concerning the purpose and meaning of blessing of pets and other domestic animals, and of the Christians responsibility to love and care for animals as a gift of God. The Priest may then bless the animals, using holy water and incense, if desired, with these or similar words
	
	

	Blessing
	
	

	May these animals receive your blessing, O Lord, and may it preserve their bodies and save them from hardship, by the intercession of Saint Antony; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	The silver cradle (1955)
	
	

	Or the following
	
	

	Blessing
	
	

	Lord God, you have made all living things, and you are even more wonderful than the things you have made: We thank you for giving us our pets who are our friends, and who give us so much joy in life. Bless all pets; may they give us joy and remind us of your power. May we realize that as our pets trust us to take care of them, so we should trust you to take care of us, and in caring for them, we may share in your love for all your creatures; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	Prayers for all occasions (1964), For Animals
	
	

	If circumstances permit, the Priest may bless each animal individually, as follows
	
	

	Blessing
	
	

	May this cat, Leo, receive your blessing, O Lord, and may it preserve his body and save him from all hardship, by the intercession of Saint Antony; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	The silver cradle (1955)
	
	

	The Priest may add the following prayer
	
	

	Hear our humble prayer, O God, for our friends, the animals, especially for animals who are suffering, for animals that are over‑worked, under‑fed, and cruelly treated; for all wistful creatures in captivity that beat their wings against bars; for any that are hunted or lost or deserted or frightened or hungry; for all that must be put to death. We entreat for them all your mercy and pity, and for those who deal with them we ask a heart of compassion and gentle hands and kindly words. Make us ourselves to be true friends to animals and so share the blessings of the Merciful. Amen.
	
	

	Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965)
	
	

	The Priest concludes the Blessing of Animals as follows
	
	

	Versicle and Response
	Quemadmodum multiplicasti
	Psalm 36:7,6

	How priceless is your love, O God!

You save both human and beast, O Lord.
	
	

	Selected by editor
	
	

	Concluding Prayer
	
	

	
	Let us pray.
	

	O God, you have made all the earth and every creature which dwells therein: Help us, we pray, to treat with compassion the living creatures entrusted to our care, that they may not suffer from our neglect, nor become the victims of cruelty. Bless all who serve in their behalf, and help us to find in caring for them a deeper understanding of your love for all creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	
	

	Prayers for all occasions (1964), For Animals
	
	

	Blessing & Dismissal
	
	


	Parte 3. Español


	Introito
	Justus ut palma
	Salmo 92:11,12/1

	Los justos florecerán como palmera; se alzarán como cedros del Líbano en la casa del Señor. Salmo. Bueno es darte gracias, oh Señor, y cantar alabanzas a tu Nombre, oh Altísimo. Gloria Patri.
	
	

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Confessoris non Pontificis II
	
	


	Gloria in excelsis se omite


	Colecta
	
	

	Oh Dios, por tu Espíritu Santo capacitaste a tu siervo Antonio a resistir las tentaciones del mundo, de la carne y del demonio: Danos gracia, que con corazones y mentes puros te sigamos a ti, el único Dios; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor, que vive y reina contigo y el Espíritu Santo, un solo Dios, por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.
	
	


	Epístola
1 Pedro 5:6‑10


	Años impares
	
	
	Años pares
	
	

	Gradual
	Angelis ... tuis
	Salmo 91:11, con versículos 9,10/12,13/14,16
	Gradual
	Beati qui in lege
	Cf. Salmo 1:1,2, con versículos 1,2/3,4/5,6

	Un cantor o lector recita primero la antífona y el pueblo la repite. Todos la repiten otra vez cuando se indica en el texto.
	
	
	Un cantor o lector recita primero la antífona y el pueblo la repite. Todos la repiten otra vez cuando se indica en el texto.
	
	

	Antífona. A sus ángeles mandará cerca de ti, que te guarden en todos tus caminos.
	
	
	Antífona. Bienaventurado el que en la ley del Señor está su delicia.
	
	

	V. Porque hiciste del Señor tu refugio, * del Altísimo, tu habitación,
	
	
	V. Bienaventurado el que no anduvo en consejo de malos, * ni estuvo en camino de pecadores, ni en silla de escarnecedores se ha sentado;
	
	

	V. No te sobrevendrá mal alguno, * ni plaga tocará tu morada.
	
	
	V. Sino que en la ley del Señor está su delicia, * y en su ley medita de día y de noche.
	
	

	Antífona.
	
	
	Antífona.
	
	

	V. En las manos te llevarán, * para que tu pie no tropiece en piedra.
	
	
	V. Será como el árbol plantado junto a corrientes de aguas, que da su fruto en su tiempo, y su hoja no cae, * y todo lo que hace prosperará.
	
	

	V. Sobre el león y el áspid pisarás; * hollarás al cachorro del león y a la serpiente.
	
	
	V. No así, los malos, no así, * que son como el tamo que arrebata el viento.
	
	

	Antífona.
	
	
	Antífona.
	
	

	V. Por cuanto ha hecho pacto de amor conmigo, yo lo libraré; * lo protegeré, por cuanto ha conocido mi Nombre.
	
	
	V. Por tanto, no se levantarán los malos en el juicio, * ni los pecadores en la congregación de los justos;
	
	

	V. Lo saciaré de largos días, * y le mostraré mi salvación.
	
	
	V. Porque el Señor conoce el camino de los justos, * mas la senda de los malos perecerá.
	
	

	Antífona.
	
	
	Antífona.
	
	

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Missa Votiva de Sanctis Angelis
	
	
	Gradual psalms, alleluia verses, and tracts for ... (1980-1990), 6 Epiphany
	
	


	Aleluya
	Si manseritis
	Juan 8:31,32

	Aleluya, aleluya. Versículo. Si permanecéis en mi palabra, seréis en verdad discípulos míos, y conoceréis la verdad, dice el Señor. Aleluya.
	
	

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Sancti Antonii, Abbatis
	
	


	El Santo Evangelio
Marcos 10:17‑21

	El Credo Niceno se omite


	Colecta después de la Oración de los Fieles

	Oh Dios, redentor y soberano del género humano: Concede que tu Iglesia se aumente continuamente por la recogida de nuevos hijos a ti, y se perfeccione por el aumento de devoción de los regenerados; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.

	Prayers for every occasion (1974), no. 1308; tr. ed.


	Ofertorio
	Desiderium animæ
	Salmo 21:2,3

	Le has concedido el deseo de su corazón, y no le negaste la petición de sus labios; corona de oro fino has puesto sobre su cabeza.
	
	

	Graduale romanum (1961), Commune Abbatum
	
	


	Secreta
	
	

	Te rogamos, Señor, que estas ofrendas puestas sobre el sagrado altar por los ruegos del santo abad Antonio, redunden en nuestra salvación; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.
	
	

	Misal completo latino‑español para uso de los fieles (1963), Común de un Santo Abad (también se usa por San Antonio Abad)
	
	


	Prefacio de un Santo (2)


	Comunión
	Si vis perfectus
	Mateo 19:21

	Si quieres ser perfecto, ve, vende cuanto tienes, dalo a los pobres, y ven y sígueme, dice el Señor.
	
	

	Missale romanum cum lectionibus (1977), Sancti Antonii, Abbatis
	
	


	Poscomunión
	
	

	Que nos proteja, Señor, junto con la comunión de tu sacramento, la intercesión de tu santo abad Antonio; para que imitemos los altos ejemplos de su vida, y experimentemos los efectos de su mediación; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.
	
	

	Misal completo latino‑español para uso de los fieles (1963), Común de un Santo Abad (también se usa por San Antonio Abad)
	
	


	En la Bendición de los Animales
	
	

	Si sigue la Bendición de los Animales, después de la Poscomunión, el Celebrante se quita la casulla y se pone la capa. Se forma una procesión, y cuando todo sea preparado, el Diácono [Celebrante] comienza la procesión así
	
	

	Caminemos en paz.

En el Nombre de Cristo. Amén.
	
	

	Himno Procesional
	All things bright and beautiful
	Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818‑1895; tr. Lorenzo Álvarez, 1897-1969

	Estribillo. Todo lo que bello es y todo rico don;

todo ser que hombre ve, es obra del Señor.
	
	

	1. Las flores con su arome y el pájaro cantor;

Dios hozo sus colores, los trinos de su voz.

Estribillo.
	
	

	2. Los muy variados montes, los ríos y el verdor,

la luz del firmamento, las nubes, luna y sol.

Estribillo.
	
	

	3. La hermosa primavera, la brisa tropical,

los frutos tan variados que nuestro suelo da.

Estribillo.
	
	

	4. Los árboles y palmas, que adornan la nación,

y mil y mil bellezas que vemos ante nos.

Estribillo.
	
	

	5. Él puso nuestra lengua y voz, para exclamar:

Qué grande es nuestro Padre, qué grande es su bondad!

Estribillo.
	
	

	6. Mil glorias y alabanzas le demos sin cesar

y serle siempre fieles y amarle más y más.

Estribillo.
	
	

	Royal Oak, melodía de The Dancing Master, 1686; adaptación de Martin Fallas Shaw, 1875‑1958; Himnario de la Iglesia Anglicana de México (1998)
	
	

	Llegada la procesión al lugar donde se guardan los animales, el Presbítero puede explicar al pueblo el propósito y el significado de bendecir a animales caseros y domésticos, y de la responsabilidad de los cristianos de amar y cuidar a los animales como don de Dios. El Presbítero entonces puede bendecir a los animales, usando agua santa e incienso, si se desea, con estas o similares palabras:
	
	

	Bendición
	
	

	Reciban estos animales tu bendición, oh Señor, y que preserve sus cuerpos y los salve de adversidad, mediante la intercesión de San Antonio; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.
	
	

	The silver cradle (1955)
	
	

	O bien lo siguiente:
	
	

	Bendición
	
	

	Señor Dios, tú has hecho todo ser viviente, y tú eres aún más maravilloso que las cosas que has hecho: Te damos gracias por darnos nuestros animales caseros, que son nuestros amigos, y que nos dan tanta alegría en la vida. Bendice a todos animales caseros; concede que nos den alegría y nos recuerden de tu poder. Realicemos que nuestros amigos animales nos confían a cuidarlos, de tal manera debemos confiarte a cuidarnos; y como les cuidamos, compartamos en tu amor por todos tus criaturas; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.
	
	

	Prayers for all occasions (1964), For Animals
	
	

	Si permiten las circunstancias, el Presbítero pueden bendecir a cada animal individualmente, como sigue:
	
	

	Bendición
	
	

	Reciba este gato, Leo, tu bendición, oh Señor, y que preserve su cuerpo y lo salve de adversidad, mediante la intercesión de San Antonio; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.
	
	

	The silver cradle (1955)
	
	

	El Presbítero puede añadir la oración siguiente:
	
	

	Oye nuestra oración humilde, oh Dios, por nuestros amigos, los animales, sobre todo por los animales que sufren, por los animales que deben trabajar demasiado, a quienes poco les dan de comer, y que les tratan con crueldad; por toda criatura ansiosa en cautividad que golpea las alas contra barras; por los que son cazados, perdidos, desamparados, aterrorizados o hambrientos; por todos que han de sufrir la muerte. Les suplicamos todos tu misericordia y piedad, y por los que tratan de ellos te suplicamos un corazón de compasión y manos amables y palabras bondadosas. Haznos a nosotros mismos verdaderos amigos a los animales y así compartir las bendiciones del Misericordioso. Amén.
	
	

	Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965)
	
	

	El Presbítero concluye la Bendición de Animales como sigue:
	
	

	Versículo y Respuesta
	Quemadmodum multiplicasti
	Salmo 36:7,6

	Cuán precioso es tu amor, oh Dios!

Tú salvas, oh Señor, tanto a los humanos como a las bestias.
	
	

	Sel. ed.
	
	

	Oración Concluyente
	
	

	
	Oremos.
	

	Oh Dios, tú has hecho toda la tierra y toda criatura que mora en ella: Ayúdanos, te suplicamos, a tratar con compasión las criaturas vivientes encomendadas a nuestro cuidado, para que no sufran de nuestra negligencia ni lleguen a ser víctimas de crueldad. Bendice a todos que sirven en su favor, y ayúdanos a hallar en cuidarlas un entendimiento más profundo de tu amor por toda la creación; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén.
	
	

	Prayers for all occasions (1964), For Animals
	
	

	Bendición y Despedida
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